
MAPPING THE RISK

Flood Map
Modernization

What property owners should know 
about the new 

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Flood Hazard Maps

Learn Your Property’s 
Flood Risk
In order to protect yourself and your
property learn your risk.

As of August 28, 2008 the new digital flood maps will be
accessible to property owners. The maps indicate flood
risks on a property by property basis.

In order to obtain information regarding your property
go to fema.gov/hazard/flood/info. (Until the maps are
posted on the FEMA website you may view your map at
http://rmc.mapmodteam.com/RMC2/CountyMaps/),
click on “Monroe”. As is required by FEMA and the
State, the Town of Greece Department of Technical
Services will assist residents with questions and
concerns regarding the new mapping. Please feel free
to contact our offices at 723-2393.

Appeals Process
Owners wishing to dispute their new flood risk
designation will need to certify to the federal
Emergency Management Agency that the elevations
at the site and the structures are sufficiently above
the base flood elevation. The process to remove a
building from the special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)
requires the filing of a Letter of Map Amendment
(LOMA) with the Federal Emergency Management
Agency. For specific details on the appeals process
visit fema.gov.

The map modernization project is a joint
effort between The State of New York and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency,
Department of Homeland Security.

Answers to Common Questions

Q:

A:

If I do not have flood insurance now and my house is
shown at risk on the new maps, when should I purchase
a policy?

As soon as possible. Consult with your agent time to
determine a properly written and rated policy that is
best for your situation.

Q:
A:

The new federal maps indicate my house is at risk and I
do not agree.What should I do?

To apply to have your house removed from the
mapped flood hazard area you will need to have a
licensed professional engineer or surveyor complete a
FEMA Elevation Certificate. If that certificate indicates
that the federal map is in error you will then file a
Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) with FEMA.

Q:
A:

What if my house is identified at risk and I do nothing?

If you have a federally backed mortgage your lender
will notify you of the need to purchase a flood
insurance policy. If you do not purchase the insurance
within 45 days of the lender's letter the lender will
force-place the insurance and charge you for the cost.

FEMA-identified special flood hazard areas extend from Lake
Ontario, South to the Gates/Greece border.
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Mapping The Risk
The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) and the State of New
York Department of Environmental
Conservation have updated and
revised the Flood Plain maps of the
County of Monroe in order to
provide for the safety of property
owners.

Previous mapping dated back more than 16
years. This major effort involved the creation of
detailed, digital flood hazard maps that reflect
current flood risks. The new maps will be
effective August 28, 2008, and at that time new
flood insurance requirements will take effect.

Flooding is a frequent and costly hazard to many
property owners. The first step in flood
protection is knowing the risk your property
has. Flood risks vary from property to property
often times within the same neighborhoods.
Your properties risk of flooding may also change
over time.

If your property currently is not identified as
at risk, but it appears on the new map, you
should secure your flood insurance policy as
soon as possible to take advantage of the
current lower premium. That preferred risk
premium would be available to you only until
August 28, 2008.

As a result of the new maps, some
property owners may discover that
their flood risk is higher or lower
than previous mapping indicated.
If you receive or have received a letter from the
Town of Greece notifying you of a change in your
flood risk status, the change may affect the
amount you pay for flood insurance. It may also
serve to notify you that your property is newly
identified as being at risk and you may need to 

obtain flood insurance. Flood insurance is a 
federally underwritten program that can help you
repair or replace your structure and belongings
after a flood.

The federal government requires mortgage
holders in high-risk areas (known as Special Flood
Hazard Areas) to carry flood insurance. If you are
mapped into a high-risk area and already have
flood insurance when the maps are officially
adopted in August, 2008, your premium will stay
at the current level when your policy renews.

Flood Maps And Flood Insurance

IF THE MAP SHOWS…

Change from low or moderate
flood risk to high risk

Change from high flood risk to
low or moderate risk

No change in risk level

THESE REQUIREMENTS, OPTIONS & SAVINGS APPLY

Flood insurance is mandatory. Flood insurance will be federally
required for most mortgage holders. Insurance costs may rise to reflect
the true (high) risk.

Grandfathering offers savings. The National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP) has “grandfather” rules to recognize policyholders who
have built in compliance with the flood map or who maintain continuous
coverage.Talk with your insurance agent about the ways you can save.

Flood insurance is optional, but recommended.The risk is
reduced, not removed. Flood insurance can still be obtained, and at
lower rates.Twenty to 25 percent of all flood insurance claims come
from low- to moderate-risk areas.
Conversion offers savings. An existing policy can be converted to a
lower-cost Preferred Risk Policy for those properties that qualify.

No change in insurance rates. Most homeowner insurance policies
do not cover damages due to flooding.Talk to your insurance agent to
learn your specific risk and the steps you can take to protect your
property and assets.

Questions about maps?
For general information, contact the Town of
Greece Technical Services Department at
723-2393.

Questions about flood insurance?
Visit www.FloodSmart.gov, or speak with
your insurance agent.

 


