
Talk of the Town

A message from

Supervisor Bill ReilichSupervisor Bill Reilich

In This Issue
Supervisor’s Message
Old-Fashioned Fourth of July Celebration
Community and Senior Center 
Expansion Project
Greece History: The Hojack Rail Line
Remembering David G. Proud

Town of Greece
1 Vince Tofany Blvd., Greece, NY 14612

585-225-2000
www.greeceny.gov

As I look back on these past couple years, I am grateful to all the residents of 
this Town who have come together to help and support one another. The kind 
of behavior and attitude exhibited by Greece residents throughout hard times 
makes me proud both to live in this community and represent you all as  
Town Supervisor. 

These past couple months we have…

Celebrated the Town’s 200th year anniversary, recognized Arbor Day and 
held a Tree Planting Ceremony, and prepared for our upcoming summer 
events – including the beloved Old-Fashioned 4th of July Celebration and 
Food Truck Rodeo and Summer Concert Series. 

We held our Annual Spring Shredding Event for Greece residents and, as always, that drew a huge crowd! 
We also kicked off the Jerry J. Helfer Youth Engagement Scholarship. This scholarship provides the Greece 
community with the opportunity to recognize a student who regularly upholds exemplary moral values, 
devotes time and energy into helping serve the Greece community, and consistently displays outstanding 
leadership skills. 

As always, I enjoy hearing feedback from residents about programming and other Town-related issues. If 
you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact my office or visit our website. I would also invite 
you to like my Facebook page: Bill Reilich Greece Town Supervisor. Here you will find lots of information 
regarding Town events and happenings. 
 

           Bill Reilich 
           Supervisor
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Dear Neighbor,

I hope you and your family are enjoying the start of the warm weather and planning for some fun these upcoming 
summer months. As this current school year ends, I wish congratulations to all of our students for all of their hard 
work and completing another grade, while I thank all of the teachers, coaches, staff, parents and families who make 
their accomplishments possible. 

Speaking of parents and families, Supervisor Reilich, the Town Board and myself enjoy seeing all of our Greece 
residents at not only our Town’s annual Memorial Day commemorative events (on Monday, May 30th) and 4th of July 
festivities (including the greatest fireworks display in Monroe County and the legendary rock group Three Dog Night), 
but also enjoying all the amenities our Town has to offer in the warm weather. And speaking of amenities, you may 
have noticed the construction fencing along with piles of dirt on the Long Pond Road side of our Community Center. 
That’s progress happening! The expansion and renovations to the front of the building (Phase I) are wrapping up 
nicely and we are excited to welcome everyone back through our new main entrance. The expansion work has also 
begun, laying foundations and other prep work to prepare for Phase II. We will all soon be able to enjoy an expanded 
walk track, a wellness center with a full array of cardio equipment and a cycling studio. Even with this progress, 
our Town values its resources and history. We are pleased that the Town of Greece was (once again) named Tree City 
USA by the Arbor Day Foundation in honor of its commitment to effective urban forest management. Preserving our 
Town’s natural beauty and resources is a very important mission. This recognition is a testament to our community’s 
commitment in conserving our forestry and protecting the natural beauty of our Town.

We are thrilled to join our Town employees, and every resident in the Town of Greece in celebrating our great Town’s 
history during our Bicentennial Anniversary. The Town is celebrating this significant milestone with a variety of 
events and services for residents that commemorate our 200-year history and progress as a Town and community. 
March 22, 2022 marked the 200-year anniversary of the Town of Greece and one of the many celebratory services we 
released is the Town of Greece’s Bicentennial Historic Resources Survey. The survey is an online, living archive of 
maps, images, information and historical narratives documenting Greece’s heritage in an accessible format that is easy 
to navigate for people of all ages. The survey is maintained by the Town Historian and utilized to share the highlights 
of our history that have contributed to Greece being the great Town and community it is today. The survey link (along 
with other Greece announcements) can be found on Supervisor Reilich’s and my Facebook pages.

As always, please feel free to contact me via email at mbarry@greeceny.gov or on my cell phone at (585) 315-5823 
with any questions or concerns you may have about Town government. Thank you for your support, and I hope to see 
you at the many activities and events the Town of Greece has to offer.

           Sincerely,

            Michael Barry, Jr. 
           1st Ward Councilman
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Dear Neighbor, 

I think summer is finally upon us, time to get out and enjoy yourself with family and friends.  

As you know, the Town of Greece is currently celebrating our 200th Anniversary, and Soccer Sam partnered 
with the Town in selling 200th Anniversary donuts at Donuts Delite on Ridge Road. Two dollars from every 
purchase went toward the relief effort for Ukraine. We also have other ways we are celebrating: a tee shirt 
has been made up with the 200th logo on it and is for sale at Town Hall. Stay connected to our Facebook 
page for all the events happening this summer. 

Currently we are working on the Community and Senior Centers Expansion project. The project is going great 
and is including a new entrance, men’s and women’s locker facility, wellness center with a full array of cardio 
equipment and cycling studio and an expanded walk track.  

The Town of Greece held the Memorial Day Parade and ceremony at Town Hall and the parade went again 
down Long Pond Road. The Fourth of July Celebration this year will be bigger and better than years past and 
includes entertainment with Three Dog Night. We also will be hosting our Jerry J. Helfer Food Truck Rodeo 
and Summer Concert and our drive-in Movie Nights. All of these programs would not be possible without our 
community sponsors and their generous donations, and our volunteers and staff from every department in 
the Town who help at all these great events. We really do have the best employees around; they make such a 
positive impact in our community. 

In closing, please be safe this summer and enjoy the outdoors. If anyone has any questions, concerns or 
suggestions that would help make this great community even better to live in and raise a family please 
contact me at wmurphy@greeceny.gov or call me at (585) 507-9133.

            Sincerely,

           William Murphy 
           2nd Ward Councilman

A message from

Councilman William MurphyCouncilman William Murphy



2

A message from

Councilman Michael BloomerCouncilman Michael Bloomer

Dear Neighbor,

Now that the summer weather has finally arrived, we have many activities to look forward to in the Town 
of Greece. The Wild Over Water Zone on our Town Hall Campus will be a great place for the kids to cool off 
in a zoo-themed spray park and enjoy the warm weather. The Children’s Library is also an exciting place for 
the entire family to enjoy, please stop by to check them out.

Our Town has many parks for residents of all ages to enjoy. On the Town Hall Campus, you can enjoy pickle 
ball, bocce, or the outdoor walking track. I suggest visiting Basil Marella Park, where you can enjoy tennis 
court, the accessible playground that opened last year, or the disc golf course. I personally recommend the 
disc golf course that’s located here.

The Town of Greece is celebrating its 200th Anniversary this year. During our annual Fourth of July 
celebration, we will commemorate this anniversary with our traditional fireworks display. Prior to this, 
we will have live music featuring the musical group “Three Dog Night”. This should be a great time for 
everyone to enjoy.

Recently I have had the opportunity to attend the ribbon-cutting for the newly opened Home2 Suites 
hotel located at Canal Ponds. A new ownership group just purchased this property and business is already 
looking good.

The North Greece Fire Department celebrated their 100th Anniversary in April. I was honored to attend a 
celebration observing this great milestone. I would like to thank all the members who served as a part of 
the North Greece Fire Department over these many years.

A lot of good things are happening so far in 2022 and I look forward to the many things that will happen 
later this year.

Please feel free to contact me to discuss any issues or concerns you may have by email at  
mbloomer@greeceny.gov or call me at 585-760-4857. I look forward to seeing you soon during  
the many activities and events the Town of Greece has to offer.

           Sincerely,

           Michael Bloomer  
           3rd Ward Councilman
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Dear Neighbor,

Summer has finally begun! Our Parks and Recreation Department has been busy putting together 
their Summer Program. Even though there is still construction going on, we welcome residents 
to take part in the many activities being held. Check out the listings in the Summer Youth Guide 
and Strive Program Activity Guide. We can’t wait for you to see the new facility soon.

We held another successful Shedding Event in May. For those who missed it, we will be 
scheduling an evening event in the fall so watch for details.

Our annual Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony was attended by many. Thank you for joining us 
in honoring those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our Country.

Our Concerts at Town Hall and Jerry J. Helfer Food Truck Rodeo will be held again this summer, 
along with the annual Old-Fashioned 4th of July Celebration featuring Three Dog Night! This free 
event is a family favorite – from the Freedom 5K Race and the Sprint for Kids Race to the food 
trucks, family activities and live music to the #1 fireworks show in the area. This day-long event 
takes place on Town Hall Campus and is funded entirely by donations from area businesses. I 
hope to see you there.

As always, you can reach out to me via email at dchristodaro@greeceny.gov or on my cell phone 
at (585) 770-0044 to share any thoughts or concerns that you may have.

          Enjoy your summer,

          Diana Christodaro 
          4th Ward Councilwoman

A message from

Councilwoman Diana ChristodaroCouncilwoman Diana Christodaro



Supervisor Reilich’s Economic Development UpdateSupervisor Reilich’s Economic Development Update

Business Placement Assistance
When Supervisor Reilich and the Greece Town Board created the Office of Economic Development in August 
of 2020, it was with the intention of carrying out the recommendations of the 2020 Comprehensive Plan. The 
Plan placed a high priority on encouraging economic growth through more direct involvement in the business 
community. “If we want to maintain our high commercial occupancy rate and encourage new businesses to 
come to Greece, we need a hands-on approach,” said Supervisor Reilich. “Greece is the second largest town in 
Upstate New York; larger than most cities, and with a slate of over 1,400 active businesses we need to stay 
actively involved in business development.”

Nearly 2 years on from the department’s formation, and in spite of economic impacts from the COVID-19 
pandemic, Greece is able to point to a solid 1.3% growth in commercial occupancy since August 2020. For a 
community with more than 15 million square feet of commercial floor space, that works out to over 200,000 
square feet and more than a 100 new businesses. Total commercial occupancy has remained at more than 95% 
since the 3rd quarter of 2021.

Key to the Town’s success is its new Business Placement Program which relies on a fine-grain inventory of 
commercial floor space, and a coordinated effort by Supervisor Reilich’s Economic Development Team. The Team 
has begun working directly with business owners, commercial landlords and brokers to help find available floor 
space or possible tenants, placing a priority on filling existing vacant commercial space first. These efforts have 
been well received in the business community and are starting to bear fruit in places like the newly revitalized 
Elm Ridge Center, and the former Distillery Restaurant on West Ridge Road. The former Distillery is slated to 
re-open around Labor Day as an upscale eatery called “SILO.” Supervisor Reilich’s team worked closely with the 
local development corporation to market the property and find a new operator.

The Business Placement Program relies on a coordinated effort that includes the Town’s planners, building 
inspectors, fire marshals and engineers, as well as the Supervisor’s Office. “Supervisor Reilich takes a direct 
interest in the Economic Development Team’s activities,” said Scott Copey, the department’s director. “He’s 
directed us to prioritize these projects and help new businesses along where possible.” Today’s building and 
zoning codes can make construction and renovations a challenge, especially for someone like a restaurateur or 
small retailer who just wants to open the doors and run a business. Most commercial renovation projects require 
plans from a licensed architect or engineer and the process can become confusing. The Economic Development 
Team can offer assistance getting started with permitting, and serve as a point of contact for questions about 
the process. 

Greece is open for business! If you’re looking to open a business or have available commercial floor space, 
stop in to Town Hall or contact Michelle Betters in the Office of Economic Development at 585-723-2344, or 
mbetters@greeceny.gov.
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The Library Link Where Community Connects!

Read/Listen/Watch 
All Summer Long 
with Hoopla!
No matter where you are this 
summer, with a Greece library 
card you can instantly borrow 
eBooks, music, movies, shows, 
audiobooks, comics, and more to 
enjoy on phones, tablets,  
or computers. 

Our favorite thing about the 
library’s Hoopla service is that are no wait times...
ever! Enjoy five checkouts per month without 
needing to place a hold. This service is a great 
supplement to the library’s Libby digital collections 
and will give you even more options.

Questions? Give the library a call at 225-8951 
or visit greecepubliclibrary.org for 
more information.

Get Crafty This Summer with Creativebug!
Tap into your creativity with the library’s 
Creativebug service. With a Greece library card 
you can instantly access thousands of hours 
of step-by-step instructional videos delivered 
by experts in their fields, covering topics like 
knitting, cardmaking and jewelry design. 
You’ll also have access to templates, patterns 
and recipes! 

Questions? Give the library a call at  
225-8951 or visit greecepubliclibrary.org 
for more information. 
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SUCCESSFUL SPRING SHREDDING EVENTSUCCESSFUL SPRING SHREDDING EVENT

Another Shredding Event in the books! A very 
special thank-you to all of the volunteers, Town 
of Greece department heads, and employees 
who joined us in assisting residents with 
unloading their vehicles. As always, we had 
great participation in this free and confidential 
shredding service we offer bi-annually to Greece 
residents. We will schedule another event with 
evening hours in the Fall Season. 
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SUPERVISOR BILL REILICH PRESENTS
OLD-FASHIONED 

FOURTH OF JULY FREEDOM RUN 5K

JULY 4, 2022
TO REGISTER PLEASE VISIT WWW.GREECENY.GOV AND FIND THE REGISTRATION 

FORM UNDER THE “SPECIAL EVENTS” TAB OR SIGN UP ONLINE AT  
WWW.RUNSIGNUP.COM AND SEARCH FOR TOWN OF GREECE 5K

T-SHIRTT-SHIRT for pre-registration! • MEDAL for finishing race! for pre-registration! • MEDAL for finishing race!

new front 
desk 

reception 
now open!
Come see us 
in our newly 

renovated space 
at the 

Community 
Center!

This renovated space is designed for more efficient and friendly service.
This also includes new restrooms and entrance to the gymnasium. 

This project was the first phase of our exciting renovation and expansion project!
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FIREWORKS/RECREATIONAL FIRES
As residents gather to spend time with family and 
friends during the Fourth of July Holiday, remember 
that New York State Fireworks Law allows ONLY 
ground-based or hand-held wooden sparkling devices 
that emit showers of sparks. 

We invite the community to join in the Town of 
Greece 4th of July event to enjoy our captivating 
fireworks display.

Also, please know that New York State DEC only allows 
legal recreational fires or portable outdoor fireplaces 
containing a pile on fire that is less than 3 feet in 
diameter and less than 2 feet high; all fires should 
be located 25 feet or more from any structure; fires 
MUST be attended to at all times by and adult; and 
appropriate means of extinguishing fire such as fire-
extinguishing equipment, dirt, sand, water barrel/
garden hose available for immediate utilization.

TOWN OF GREECE 
OLD-FASHIONED 
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
7:00am: Freedom Run 5K

8:15am: Kids Fun Run 

4:15pm:  Shuttles Begin 
from Greece Athena 

4:30pm:  Food Trucks Open/ 
Inflatables & Family 
Activities Begin

5:15pm:  Nik and the 
Nice Guys Perform 

8:30pm:  Featured Act: 
Three Dog Night

9:45pm:  Fireworks
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WILD OVER WATER ZONE
NOW OPEN THROUGH LABOR DAY!

10am-7pm Daily
Greece Residents Free!

Non-residents: 
$5 per child
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PLAY MATTERS
Visit one of our many playgrounds this

summer to keep your little one engaged,
exercised and entertained. 

Visit  https://bit.ly/greeceparks to learn more
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SSUUMMMMEERR  CCOONNCCEERRTT    

FFOOOODD  TTRRUUCCKK  RROODDEEOO    

PRESENTED BY SUPERVISOR BILL REILICH AND GREECE COUNCILMEMBERS 
MIKE BARRY, BILL MURPHY, MIKE BLOOMER, AND DIANA CHRISTODARO  

FOOD TRUCKS: 5:30PM—8:30PM  

MUSIC STARTS AT 6PM  

1 VINCE TOFANY BOULEVARD 

LIVE PERFORMANCE BY... 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2022 
GREECE TOWN HALL CAMPUS 

&& 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICEMESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE

Greece Police Mission Statement
We will strive to be highly motivated, highly trained, and highly competent.  

Superior ethics, morals, and conduct will be our standard.  
We will provide the citizens of the Town of Greece 

the quality of service they deserve and expect. 
Our professionalism will be our hallmark.

The turn of the New Year often brings about new beginnings, 
individual resolutions, and the like. For me, it was a distinct honor to 
be appointed Chief of Police for the Town of Greece in January 2022. 
I would again like to thank Supervisor Reilich, Deputy Supervisor 
Marini and the Town Board for their support and confidence with this 
important decision. I bring along with me almost 35 years of broad-
based experience in this profession, 14 at the executive level, and 
look forward to working with the members of the department, Town 
leadership, and the community to ensure that residents, businesses, 
and visitors are provided the highest level of professional policing 
services. But in spite of my professional experience, there is much for 
me to learn about the Greece Police Department and I have been very 
busy doing just that. 

On day 1 when attending department roll calls, I spoke to a few 
key issues so the rank and file would understand a little bit about 
their new chief, and I am pleased to share some excerpts in this 
forum. First, I know the Greece PD is an excellent department, 
accredited since 1994, and comprised of great, service-oriented 

individuals. Second, through my work in several different organizations, I have become a bit of a student of 
organizational culture and prefer to promote a positive, professional and collaborative work environment. 
Third, I have defined my career on two important principles that are very important to me, Competence & 
Character, and I expect the same from those I work with in the policing profession. Fourth, and building upon 
the last, we all need to understand that no single individual is more important than the job itself, the badge 
and the oath of office. The public expects that its police officers are exceptional people and understands that 
not everyone can do this job. Finally, I acknowledged that coming into this department as an outsider may 
be my biggest challenge, but my job is to build capacity in this organization and start succession planning 
right away. The next police chief should come from within the department and should be ready to do the job 
immediately, whenever that time comes.

The Town of Greece is an outstanding community and one that I called home for the better part of the 
1990s. My wife grew up here and we still have extended family and friends in town so our roots in Greece 
are deep. I have always known the Greece community and Town leadership to be very supportive of its police 
department, and from what I have seen so far it remains that way to this day. Both the police department 
and community should be proud of this relationship and we will never take it for granted. Thank you all for 
what you do to keep the Town of Greece a great place to live, work, visit and raise a family.

If you have any questions about the police department, concerns, or otherwise need to contact me, please 
feel free to call (585) 581-4034 or email mwood@greeceny.gov. 

Chief Michael R. Wood 
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Earlier this year, we offered the community the 
opportunity to purchase a Town of Greece 200th 
Year Anniversary t-shirt. 100% of the proceeds 
collected from the t-shirt sales were donated 
toward relief efforts in Ukraine. A very special 
thank you to all who purchased a shirt! With 
such success with the t-shirts, we decided to 
partner with “Soccer Sam” at Donuts Delite and 
offer the community the opportunity to purchase 
“Anniversary Donuts”. Again, proceeds from the 
purchase of donuts were donated toward relief 
efforts in Ukraine. 

I am once again humbled to know that the 
community will step forward in compassion to 
support those facing times of trouble. Time and 
again I’ve witnessed neighbor helping neighbor. 
We have experienced flooding and a pandemic, 
among many other troubles, but residents continue 
showing an outpouring of love for one another and 
for communities across the world.

- Supervisor Reilich 
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Greece History… The Hojack Rail Line 
Running the length of Lake Ontario from the St. Lawrence River 
region to the suspension bridge at Niagara Falls, the Hojack Rail 
Line began in the mid-19th century and was originally known as 
the Lake Ontario Shore Railroad. Initially, it ran from Oswego to 
Ontario, reaching Greece by 1876 and extending to Rochester in 
1886 when the former State Street mansion of George J. Whitney 
was converted into a train station. Historian and author Arch 
Merrill noted the nickname for the railroad stems from a popular 
story of a farmer’s mules balking and bucking at the sight of a 
steam train, standing on the rails and causing the train to stop. 
The farmer called “Ho, Jack. Ho Jack,” to heel the mules and move 
them from the track and the name stuck. 

Owned at one time by the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg 
Railroad (RW&O), it merged with New York Central Railroad in the 
1890s. RW&O President Charles Parson guided the railroad through 
its most profitable and reputable period. It moved freight and 

passengers along the line until the 1930s, when the Great Depression impacted all rail business and 
passenger service was eliminated altogether. 

The small train station in Greece was located on the northeast side of North Greece Road; north of Latta 
and just south of Post Avenue. The station consisted of a passenger waiting room, a freight room and a 
ticket office. It is not known when exactly the station was razed. It is listed as a stop on a 1967 Greece 
history tour, but the history of its eventual demolition is murky. 

The path of the old rail line still exists and the footprints of abandoned factories and commercial 
buildings that profited from its service can still be seen today through North Greece into Hilton. The 
1905 Hojack swing bridge located in the middle of the Genesee River at Charlotte connected the line was 
removed in 2012. 

MESSAGE FROM THE TOWN HISTORIAN MESSAGE FROM THE TOWN HISTORIAN 

Town Historian Keith C. Suhr
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The North Greece Railroad station, located on the 
northeast side of North Greece Road and was part 
of the “Hojack Line.”

The Hojack swing bridge. Removed in 2012.



REMEMBERING DAVID PROUD
Every year in observance of Arbor Day, the Town of Greece plants a tree to 
both honor a member of the community and to promote the importance of 
trees for our environment. This year’s tree, an Ivory Silk Japanese Lilac, 
was planted in memory of David Proud. David G. Proud was born on August 
3rd, 1936. He passed away on March 15th, 2019. He was a resident of the 
Town of Greece for more than 50 years. He was a kind soul, always willing 
to lend a hand. He was known as being true to himself, his beliefs, and 
those he served. David was an active member of his community, including 
serving in the Monroe County Legislature representing the 5th district in 
the Town of Greece from 1988 until 2001. He is greatly missed. 
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Town of Greece Transfer Station

THE FLYNN ROAD TRANSFER STATION 
IS OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY, 8AM - 3PM. 

Closed Sundays and holidays.
The Town of Greece Transfer Station, located at 635 Flynn Road, operates as a residential yard 
waste recycling center under a NYS Department of Environmental Conservation permit. This 
facility exists for the benefit of our Greece residents to bring certain yard waste materials 
generated by them from their own residential property. This material is then recycled with Town 
equipment into mulch and compost and provided back to our residents for their personal use. 
Mulch and compost can be picked up for FREE at this location or delivered directly to the resident 
for a nominal delivery fee.

Due to the size of the residential drop-off/pick-up areas, non-residents, private contractors and 
motorized equipment (used to load and unload debris) are not permitted.

In addition, the use of rented dual axle and dump body trucks and trailers, as well as material 
generated from commercial properties cannot be brought to this location. However, if a Greece 
resident personally owns a dual axle or dump body truck or trailer and is doing work on their 
own residential property, they should first visit the Greece Department of Public Works located at 
647 Long Pond Road, provide a copy of their license and truck/trailer registration and they will 
be able to use this equipment to drop off their yard waste material on Mondays during regular 
business hours.

Material dropped off at the Transfer Station must either be in paper bags or dumped loose in the 
identified piles. The Town equipment that recycles this material can become clogged and possibly 
damaged by plastic bags, totes, buckets and similar items. 

As a helpful reminder and in accordance with our state permit, the following items are permitted 
to be brought to the Town Transfer Station:

•  Brush, tree branches, grass clippings, leaves, sod, topsoil, concrete, and tree stumps that are 
reasonably free of dirt and rocks.

These items are NOT permitted to be brought to the Town Transfer Station as they cannot be 
recycled with Town equipment and given back to residents. These include but are not limited to:

•  Lumber, floor tiles, roof shingles (and other building materials), fill dirt, tree stump grindings, 
wood chips, landscaping bricks and rocks, electronics, garbage, household appliances and any 
other material determined to be unacceptable for recycling.

Please Note: Tree Service contractors must obtain a Town permit to perform tree work in the 
Town of Greece. Please see the Tree Service Permit Application and program guidelines located on 
this website for more information.

The Town of Greece is pleased to provide our residents with the use of this facility to drop off 
their yard waste material. Please contact the Greece DPW at 225-4590 with any questions.
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Town of Greece
1 Vince Tofany Blvd.
Greece, NY 14612

Construction 
for the new 

Community Center 
is underway!

 on 

Community & Senior Center (CSC)


